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CRAIG MORGAN RETIRES AFTER 25 

YEARS AS THE DISTRICT MAN-
AGER FOR THE SCHUYKILL CON-
SERVATION DISTRICT 

HON. TIM HOLDEN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. HOLDEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Craig Morgan, a constituent from 
my district, who is retiring as District Manager 
of the Schuylkill Conservation District after 
twenty-five years of service. Craig has always 
had an interest in the outdoors. As a boy, he 
enjoyed fishing, hunting, and helping on his 
grandfather’s farm. After graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in environmental resource 
management from Penn State University in 
1977, Craig began his career with the Schuyl-
kill Conservation District. 

The Schuylkill Conservation District was 
formed in 1955 with an emphasis on soil con-
servation. Since becoming District Manager, 
Craig has expanded the conservation district’s 
role to erosion and sediment control, water-
shed protection, environmental education, 
farmland preservation, and farm conservation 
planning. 

One of the Schuylkill Conservation District’s 
accomplishments under Craig’s leadership is 
the farmland preservation and erosion and 
sediment control efforts around the Little 
Swatara Creek, ultimately preserving the 
down-stream Sweet Arrow Lake. 

Acid mine drainage has traumatically im-
pacted and sometimes destroyed the eco-
systems of streams in part of my district. 
Under Craig’s direction, the Schuylkill Con-
servation District has partnered with the 
Schuylkill Headwaters Association, and other 
watershed associations, to treat acid mine 
drainage and bring those streams back to life 
with plant life and fish. 

Craig is also proud of the Schuylkill Con-
servation District’s efforts to educate local stu-
dents on the environment and the importance 
of conservation. In 1979, Craig ran Schuylkill 
County’s first environthon, which combines in- 
class curriculum and outdoor training, helping 
students to learn more about aquatic ecology, 
forestry, soil and land use, wildlife, and current 
issues facing the environment. 

Looking back on his twenty-five years as 
district director, Craig said, ‘‘The job has been 
a challenge, but it’s been a pleasure in doing 
good things and doing the right things. That’s 
the reward. Seeing fish back in streams, see-
ing people at Sweet Arrow Lake. I am the type 
of person that wanted to do things right the 
first time so I didn’t have to do them again.’’ 

I would like to thank Craig Morgan for his 
twenty-five years of commitment to conserving 
and preserving Schuylkill County’s waters, 
lands, and wildlife. 

CONGRATULATING REVEREND 
DANIEL P. COUGHLIN ON 10TH 
YEAR OF SERVICE AS HOUSE 
CHAPLAIN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Res. 1216, a resolution con-
gratulating Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin on 
his 10th year of service as Chaplain of the 
House of Representatives. 

Reverend Coughlin was sworn in as the 
fifty-ninth Chaplain of the House of Represent-
atives on March 23, 2000—the first person of 
Roman Catholic faith to hold the office. In his 
decade of service, he has opened House pro-
ceedings with prayer, provided pastoral coun-
seling and arranged memorial services for the 
House and its staff. 

Over the years I have come to know Rev-
erend Coughlin and value his service to the 
House of Representatives. This resolution is a 
fitting honor, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Reverend Coughlin for 
his decade of faithful service. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL SPANN WATSON 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the life and 
achievements of Spann Watson, one of the 
original Tuskegee Airmen, a retired U.S. Air 
Force pilot and an advocate for civil rights. Mr. 
Watson, who helped break the color barrier in 
the military years ago, passed away at the 
age of 93 years old. 

Mr. Watson, originally born in South Caro-
lina, moved with his family to New Jersey 
where he was inspired to become a pilot after 
watching Charles Lindbergh land the Spirit of 
St. Louis at Teterboro Airport. Mr. Watson 
earned his pilot’s license while studying engi-
neering at Howard University. In 1940, he was 
told by an Army recruiter that there were no 
openings for black pilots; however, a year 
later, the NAACP filed a race-discrimination 
lawsuit and the War Department set up an ex-
perimental program to train African American 
airmen. 

Mr. Watson completed this program, which 
was based at Tuskegee Army Air Field in Ala-
bama, as a fighter pilot and participated in 
nearly 40 flight missions during World War II. 
He retired from the military in the 1960s and 
worked as an affirmative action specialist for 
the Federal Aviation Administration. He contin-
ued to lecture into his 90s about his experi-
ences as a military and civil rights pioneer. 

Over the past 20 years, Mr. Watson traveled 
the country attending air shows and speaking 
about the all-black flight program. In 1997, 
Congress honored graduates of the Tuskegee 
program with the Congressional Gold Medal— 
the Nation’s highest civilian award. 

While at Tuskegee, Mr. Watson met Edna 
Webster, a civilian employee at the airfield, 

and they were married on December 17, 
1943. The couple had five children and spent 
nearly 50 years as a resident of Westbury, 
Long Island. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great admiration, 
pride and respect that I acknowledge the ac-
complishments of Lieutenant Colonel Spann 
Watson and thank him and his family for a life-
time of civil service to our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MYRTLE E. 
THATCHER 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a distinguished cit-
izen of Kansas City, Kansas, who celebrates 
her 100th birthday today. 

Myrtle E. Green Thatcher was born in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, on April 22, 1910, to 
Embridge and Eliza Green. She is a lifelong 
resident of Kansas City, where she graduated 
from Northeast Junior High School and Sum-
ner High School. She was married for over 50 
years to Nathan W. Thatcher, Jr., the third son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan W. Thatcher, Sr., who 
was general manager of Thatcher Funeral 
Home, which is the oldest black family-owned 
funeral home in the State of Kansas. The 
business began operation in April 1912, at 
1520 North 5th Street, founded by Mr. and 
Mrs. Nathan W. Thatcher, Sr. 

In 1979, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Thatcher, Jr., 
affectionately known as Myrtle and ‘‘Snooks’’, 
remodeled the building. In the following year, 
Nathan died, leaving the family business in the 
capable hands of their only child, Quintelle 
Thatcher Davis, who guided the business until 
finally succumbing after a hard fought battle 
with cancer in 2007. 

Myrtle E. Thatcher has been active in the 
business for over 50 years. A licensed funeral 
director, she’s been a member of the Missouri- 
Kansas Funeral Directors Association, the Na-
tional Funeral Directors and Embalmers Asso-
ciation, and other professional groups. She’s 
been a member of Pleasant Green Baptist 
Church for over 50 years and is a charter 
member of Alice M. Browne Chapter #40 of 
the Order of the Eastern Star. The recipient of 
numerous community service and professional 
awards through the course of her career, she 
is still serving our community, along with the 
excellent leadership of her grandson, Robert 
Davis, the fourth generation of her family to 
join the business, where he serves as general 
manager, funeral director and embalmer. 

This family business will be 98 years old 
this month. As Myrtle maintains, they will con-
tinue to follow founder Nathan Thatcher, Sen-
ior’s, practice of following the Golden Rule: do 
unto others as they do unto you. And Myrtle 
will continue to be very proud of her family, 
which includes five great grandchildren and 
three grandchildren: Judy Easterwood, who 
lives with her husband Robert in Kansas City, 
Kansas; Robert Davis, and Associate Pro-
fessor Jacquelyn Hams, the chair of the de-
partment of earth science and anthropology of 
Los Angeles Valley College. 

Madam Speaker, I know that you and all 
members of the House of Representatives join 
with me in paying tribute to Myrtle E. Thatcher 
upon her 100th birthday. 
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EQUAL PAY DAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 marked the observ-
ance of National Equal Pay Day—a time to 
celebrate the women who have blazed trails 
for gender equality, reflect on the progress 
that has been made since the Equal Pay Act 
and recommit ourselves to closing the wage 
gap between women and men. 

When the Equal Pay Act became law in 
1963, women who worked full-time, year- 
round made 59 cents on average for every 
dollar earned by men. That figure only went 
up to 77 cents for every dollar earned by men 
in 2008. It is unconscionable that more than 
40 years later, women continue to be paid 
less for performing the same job as their male 
colleagues. Equal Pay Day reminds us of the 
need to recommit to ending the injustice of 
wage discrimination. 

Last year, one of the first major bills signed 
into law by President Obama in January 2009, 
was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act which re-
stores the right of women and other minorities 
to challenge unfair pay in court. Specifically, 
the bill overturned a 2007 Supreme Court de-
cision that made it much harder for women 
and other minority groups to pursue pay dis-
crimination claims. As long as workers file 
their charges within 180 days of a discrimina-
tory paycheck, their claims for a remedy will 
be considered timely. 

In January 2009, the House of Representa-
tives also passed the Paycheck Fairness Act 
which closes the loopholes in the Equal Pay 
Act and imposes penalties on employers who 
discriminate based on gender. We look for-
ward to working with the Senate to complete 
this bill and send it to the President’s desk. 

Pay inequity is not just an issue that im-
pacts women; families, communities, and our 
entire economy suffer because of this injus-
tice. Our Nation is still recovering from an eco-
nomic recession and thousands of Americans 
continue to struggle to make ends meet. We 
should not allow pay inequity to exacerbate 
our economic challenges. 

Let us reaffirm our commitment to elimi-
nating this inequality so that we can truly 
achieve equal pay for equal work. 

f 

HONORING ISRAELI 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the 62nd Anniversary 
of the Jewish State of Israel. On April 19, 
2010, Israel celebrated Yom Ha’atzmaut, the 
national Independence Day of Israel, which 
commemorates its founding in 1948. In that 
spirit, the following is an op-ed I wrote regard-
ing the benefits of U.S. aid to Israel. 

ROTHMAN: THE DIVIDENDS OF U.S. SUPPORT 
FOR ISRAEL—APRIL 13, 2010—THE RECORD. 
The argument that American military aid 

to Israel is damaging to the United States is 

not only erroneous, it hurts the national se-
curity interests of this country and threat-
ens the survival of Israel. 

U.S. support for Israel is essential, not 
only for Israel’s national security, but for 
America’s. Every bit of that support—and 
more—withstands all reasonable scrutiny. 

Under the 2010 U.S. budget, about $75 bil-
lion, $65 billion and $3.25 billion will be spent 
on military operations and aid in Afghani-
stan, Iraq and Pakistan during this fiscal 
year, respectively. Israel will receive $3 bil-
lion, in military aid only. There is no eco-
nomic aid to Israel, other than loan guaran-
tees that continue to be repaid in full and on 
time. 

There isn’t enough space here to discuss 
the relative merits of the expenditures in 
these other countries, but we already know 
the critically important return we get for 
helping our oldest, most trusted ally in the 
strategically important Middle East—the 
most powerful military force in that region, 
the pro-United States, pro-West and demo-
cratic Jewish state of Israel. 

Here’s how: 
First, it’s important to remember that 

about 70 percent of the $3 billion aid must be 
used by Israel to purchase American mili-
tary equipment. This provides real support 
for U.S. high-tech defense jobs and contrib-
utes to maintaining our industrial base. This 
helps the United States stay at the very top 
in the manufacturing of our own cutting- 
edge military munitions, aircraft, vehicles, 
missiles and virtually every defensive and of-
fensive weapon in the U.S. arsenal—with the 
added contribution of Israel’s renowned tech-
nical know-how. 

Second, the United States and Israel are 
jointly developing state-of-the-art missile 
defense capabilities in the David’s Sling and 
Arrow 3 systems. These two technologies 
build on the already successful Arrow 2, 
jointly developed by our two countries, 
which is already providing missile defense 
security to Israel and U.S. civilians and 
ground troops throughout the region. 

A MULTIPLIER EFFECT 
The knowledge we gain from these efforts 

also has a positive multiplier effect on appli-
cations to other US. military and non-mili-
tary uses and jobs here. 

Third, given Israel’s strategic location on 
the Mediterranean, with access to the Red 
Sea and other vital international shipping 
and military lanes of commerce and traffic, 
it is critically important to the United 
States that Israel continue to serve as a port 
of call for our troops, ships, aircraft and in-
telligence operations. 

Israel also has permitted the United States 
to stockpile arms, fuel, munitions and other 
supplies on its soil to be accessed whenever 
America needs them in the region. 

Fourth, America’s special relationship 
with Israel provides us with real-time, 
minute-to-minute access to one of the best, 
intelligence services in the world: Israel’s. 
With Israeli agents gathering intelligence 
and taking action throughout the Middle 
East and, literally, around the world, regard-
ing al-Qaida, Hezbollah, Iran and Hamas, the 
US. receives invaluable information about 
anti-U.S. and terrorist organizations and re-
gimes. 

Fifth, imagine the additional terrible cost 
in U.S. blood, and the hundreds of billions 
more of American taxpayer dollars, if Sad-
dam Hussein had developed nuclear weapons, 
or if Syria possessed them. 

Then remember that it was Israel that de-
stroyed the almost-completed nuclear reac-
tor at Osirak, Iraq, in 1981 and Syria’s nu-
clear facility under construction at Deir-ez- 
Zor in 2007. 

And think about the many operations that 
Israel’s Defense Forces and intelligence 

agents have undertaken to foil, slow and dis-
rupt Iran’s efforts to develop a nuclear weap-
ons capability. A nuclear-armed Iran would 
threaten the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of Americans in the region, all of Iran’s Arab 
neighbors, the world’s largest oil supplies 
and those who rely on that oil. 

ACCESS TO LETHAL IRANIAN TECHNOLOGY 
It also would provide anti-U.S. terrorists 

with access to the most lethal Iranian tech-
nology and probably set off a nuclear arms 
race in the region. 

For about 2 percent of what the United 
States spends in Afghanistan, Iraq and Paki-
stan this year, Americans can take pride in 
the return on our investment in aid to Israel. 

And with Israel’s truly invaluable assist-
ance to America’s vital national security, we 
can take comfort that—in actions seen in 
Tehran and Damascus and noticed by al- 
Qaida and other anti-U.S. terrorists every-
where—the United States is safer and made 
more secure because of the mutually depend-
ent and beneficial relationship between us 
and Israel. 

f 

HONORING ISRAELI 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 62nd Anniversary of 
the establishment of the State of Israel. Much 
like our July 4th, this day commemorates the 
date on which David Ben Gurion read the for-
mal Declaration of the Establishment of the 
State of Israel drafted by a coalition of zionist 
leaders, voted on by the People’s Council 
(Moetzet Ha’am) and signed by 37 founding 
mothers and fathers of the Jewish State. 

On November 29, 1947, the United Nations 
approved a partition plan to take effect upon 
the expiration of the British Mandate. The par-
tition plan was immediately rejected by the 
Arabs and armies from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Syria attacked to try to destroy 
the fledgling Jewish State before it could be 
established. During the War of Independence, 
the Jewish Settlement (Yishuv), under the 
leadership of David Ben Gurion, formally es-
tablished the State of Israel. 

The Declaration of the Establishment of the 
State of Israel was signed on May 14, 1948, 
which fell on the 5th of the Hebrew Month of 
Iyar, the date the British Mandate over Pal-
estine expired. At a ceremony held at the Tel 
Aviv Museum, now known as Independence 
Hall, David Ben Gurion read the Declaration 
and 25 of the 37 signatories formally affixed 
their signatures before a crowd of 250 invited 
guests and a radio audience of countless lis-
teners. Eleven of those who ultimately signed 
the Declaration were trapped in Jerusalem 
which was then under seige; the 12th was 
abroad at the time of the ceremony. 

Eleven minutes after the declaration was 
signed, President Truman de facto recognized 
the State of Israel. America shares an 
unshakable bond with Israel, born of our 
shared values and our common outlook. We 
are both nations of immigrants that believe the 
path to success lies in invention, creation and 
investment. We are both nations that believe 
in the rule of law and the importance of a 
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